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Hampshire, Maine, Xew Jersey, Connecticut,
Rhode Island, Maryland, Pennsylvania, the
Carolinas and Georgia followed within a cen-
tury, and, meanwhile, Xew Amsterdam was
seized from the Dutch, and its name was
changed to New York. Colonies were early
established in the West India islands; New-
foundland was taken possession of in 1583
and colonized in 1621 ] Canada was sur-
rendered to Britain by the Treaty of Paris
in 1763. In 1764 began the disputes between
Great Britain and its North American
colonies, which terminated with the acknowl-
edgment of the independence of the United
States, Canada still remaining a British
dependency.
Australia was discovered in the beginning
of the seventeenth century.    The first settle-
ments of Britain there were penal colonies,
the  first being  established  in  New  South
Wales about 1770.   In 1851 the discovery of
the abundance of gold in Victoria gave a
great impetus to the prosperity of the Aus-
tralian colonies.    Australia is now a Com-
monwealth,  entirely  self-governing, but an
important part of the British Empire.    In
1874 the Fiji Islands, and in 1884 part of
New Guinea, were annesed as crown colonies.
In South Africa, Cape Colony, first settled
by the Dutch in 1652, became an English
colony in 1814, and English influence there
has since been steadily expanding, now ex-
tending over a large part of South, East and
North Africa.   In Europe Great Britain has
a few colonies acquired for military reasons
—Gibraltar in  1704, Malta  and Gozzo in
1800.   It is estimated that the existing British
colonies   and   dependencies   embrace  about
one-sixth of the land surface of the globe and
nearly the same proportion of its population.
Preach Colonies.   France was somewhat
late   In   establishing   colonies.     Champlain
was the pioneer of the French in the ex-
ploration of the ITorth American continent
and founded Quebec in 1608.    Colbert pur-
chased several West India islands, as Mar-
tinique, Guadeloupe, Saint Lucia, and sent
out colonists in 1664 to Cayenne.   In 1670
the East- India  Company, formed by Col-
bert,  founded  Pohdieherry,  which  became
the capital of extensive possessions in -the
East Indies.   At the beginning o£ the eight-
eenth  century  France  Lad   settlements   in
Canada, Nova Scotia and ISfewfoundland and
the  most  flourishing  of  the   West  India
islands, and the country seemed to have a
 prosperous career before it in India. Be-
fore long, however, the rival interests of
British and French colonists brought about a
conflict, which terminated in the loss of
Canada and other North American posses-
sions, as well as many of the West India
islands and a large part of India. France
has colonial possessions at present in India,
Cochin-China and southeastern Asia, New
Caledonia, and other islands in Oceania, in
Africa and in the West Indies.
Other Colonies. Within recent years
Germany made an effort to take rank as
a colonial power, and it acquired territories
in Africa and in the islands of the Pacific,
as well as posts in China. All these were
taken from that country in the early part of
the World War by the British, Japanese
and Australians. Denmark's northern de-
pendencies, G-reenland and the Faroe Islands,
though of considerable extent, are of small
value; Iceland is practically independent.
In the West India islands Denmark had
Saint Thomas, Saint Croix and Saint John
until 1917, when the Danish West Indies
were sold to the United States, and renamed
"Virgin Islands.
Since the late nineteenth century the
United States has taken rank as a coloniz-
ing power, having gained in 1898, by the
Spanish-American War, the island of Porto
Bico in the Caribbean Sea and the Philip-
pines in the Pacific; the same year the
Hawaiian Islands were acquired by annexa-
tion, and since that time other small islands
and coaling stations have been added. The
latest acquisition is the Virgin Islands
(which see).
Related Articles. For further details see,
in the articles on the countries mentioned,
the subhead Colonies,
COLOR, kul'ur, the name used to distin-
guish the different sensations that lights pro-
duced by various rates of vibration give to
the eye. White is composed of seven colors,
violet, indigo, blue, green, yellow, orange
and red. These are known as the prismatic
colors (see light, subhead Spectrum), and
all other colors are produced by combina-
tions or modifications of the prismatic colors.
The color of bodies is due to their different
powers of reflecting light. A red body re-
flects the red rays and absorbs all the others;
a blue body reflects only the blue rays; a
green Body, the green, and so on.
The primary colors are those from which

